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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the applicants recite, "wherein forwarding the user command 
comprises forwarding... after the user command is executed." This is inconsistent with 
claim 9, which claim 1 1 depends, because claim 9 recites, "relative to receiving the user 
command, concurrently forwarding the user command from the viewer appliance." It is 
unclear how the applicant concurrently forwards the command upon receiving the 
command, and also waits until the command is executed before forwarding the 
command. Therefore the claim is vague and indefinite. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1,3-18 and 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Matz et al. (US 7,212,979). 

Regarding claims 1,3, 18 and 25, Matz et al. ("Matz") teaches a system for 
capturing user commands from a viewer that are related to viewing content (Fig. 1), 
comprising: 

a reception mechanism located at a premises of a viewer for receiving user 
commands (Fig. 1—124; col. 6, lines 23-27); 

a transfer mechanism located at the premises of the viewer (Fig. 1—120, 124; 
col. 6, line 28 — transmitted via a processor), the transfer mechanism concurrently 
forwarding the user commands relative to the reception mechanism receiving the user 
commands, the transfer mechanism concurrently forwarding the user commands to a 
component located remotely from the premises of the viewer (col. 6, lines 26-30); and 

a control mechanism that executes the user commands received by the reception 
mechanism to control an aspect of the content being provided to the viewer (col. 6, lines 
40-44 — "channel up" and "channel down"). 

Regarding claim 4, Matz teaches wherein concurrently forwarding the user 
command comprises concurrently forwarding the user command to a storage device 
(Fig. 1 — 128 and 132; col. 6, lines 61-62 — subscriber content-choice database; col. 7, 
lines 45-51— subscriber information database). 
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Regarding claim 5, Matz teaches matching the user command to a present 
context and concurrently forwarding the matching to the storage device (col. 6, lines 45- 
62; col. 8, line 52-col. 9, line 14). 

Regarding claim 6, Matz teaches determining a result of the user command 
relative to a present context and concurrently forwarding the result to the storage device 
(col. 6, lines 45-62; col. 8, line 52-col. 9, line 14 — determine category). 

Regarding claims 7 and 16, Matz teaches wherein receiving the user command 
at the viewer appliance comprises receiving the user command at a set-top box (Fig. 
1 — Set-top box 124), and wherein forwarding the user command comprises forwarding 
the user command from the viewer appliance to a video control system (Fig. 1— Cable 
Operator Head-end 102). 

Regarding claim 8, Matz teaches generating targeted advertising based upon the 
stored information related to the user command (col. 12, line 63-col. 13, line 1 1— 
targeted advertisement). 

Regarding claim 9, Matz teaches a method of capturing user commands from a 
viewer that are related to viewing content, comprising: 

receiving a user command at a viewer appliance at a premises of the viewer (Fig. 
1—124; col. 6, lines 23-27); 
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relative to receiving the user command, concurrently forwarding the user 
command from the viewer appliance to a component located remotely from the 
premises of the viewer (col. 6, lines 26-30; Fig. 1 — 120, 124; col. 6, line 28 — transmitted 
via a processor); 

executing the user command to alter an aspect of the content being viewed by 
the viewer (col. 6, lines 40-44— "channel up" and "channel down"); and sending an 
indication that the user command has been executed (col. 6, lines 31-44 — clickstream 
data sent to the head-end). 

Regarding claim 10, Matz teaches wherein executing the user command 
comprises switching from one video stream to another video stream being provided to 
the premises of the viewer (col. 6, lines 40-44— "channel up" and "channel down"). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Matz teaches wherein forwarding the user command 
comprises forwarding the user command to a storage device after the user command is 
executed (col. 6, lines 26-30). 

Regarding claim 12, Matz teaches matching the user command to a present 
context and including the matching in the user command that is forwarded (col. 6, lines 
40-44— date-time stamp). 
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Regarding claim 13, Matz teaches wherein matching the user command to a 
present context comprises matching the user command to a current lime when the user 
command is received (col. 6, lines 40-44 — date-time stamp). 

Regarding claim 14, Matz teaches determining the result of the user command 
relative to a present context and including the result in the user command that is 
forwarded (col. 6, lines 26-44 — date-time stamp). 

Regarding claim 15, Matz teaches wherein determining the result of the user 
command comprises determining a change to a new video stream relative to the 
present context (col. 6, lines 26-44 — "channel up" and "channel down" actions stored 
with a date-time stamp). 

Regarding claim 17, Matz teaches choosing content based upon the user 
command (col. 6, lines 40-44 — "channel up" and "channel down" actions read on 
choosing content). 

Regarding claim 20, Matz teaches wherein the reception mechanism and the 
transfer mechanism are included in a set top box (Fig. 1 — 124; col. 6, lines 26-30). 

Regarding claim 21, Matz teaches wherein the control mechanism is included in 
the set top box (Fig. 1— Set-top box 124; col. 6, lines 26-30). 
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Regarding claim 22, Matz teaches wherein the transfer mechanism concurrently 
forwards the user commands to a video control system located remotely from the 
premises of the viewer (Fig. 1— Cable Operator Head-end 102; col. 6, lines 26-30). 

Regarding claim 23, Matz teaches a method of capturing a user command from a 
viewer that is related to viewing content, comprising: 

capturing the user command at the premises of the viewer (col. 6, lines 26-27); 

and 

continuing to store information related to the user command at the premises of 
the viewer after the user command has been executed (col. 7, lines 22-25). 

Regarding claim 24, Matz teaches executing the user command at the premises 
of the viewer (col. 6, lines 40-44— "channel up" and "channel down"). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shelton Austin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
9385. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:00- 
5:30. The examiner can also be reached on Fridays from 9:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7294, can be reached 
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on Monday through Friday from 7:30-5:00. The supervisor can also be reached on 
alternate Fridays from 9:00-4:00. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Shelton Austin 



/Christopher Grant/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



